March 17, 2009

 
The Honorable Ted Lieu
Chairman, Assembly Rules Committee 
State Capitol, Room 3016
Sacramento, CA 95814
 
Dear the Honorable Ted Lieu; 
 
I am writing to urge you to set a public hearing for Assembly Concurrent Resolution 6. ACR 6, authored by Assemblyman Blakeslee calls for the recognition of March 10 as “The Dalai Lama and Tibet Awareness Day”. This measure was re-referred to the Rules Committee for what was described as “proper input”. As a Tibetan supporter, I hope your committee gives this resolution fair treatment and a proper hearing.  
 
On Monday, March 16th, more than 80 Tibetans and supporters witnessed Democrats cave to the pressure from the Chinese Consulate preventing the measure from being voted on. Our hope is that ACR 6 will be given a proper hearing to debate the merits of the resolution. 
 
March 10, 2009 marked the 50th anniversary of His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s flight from Tibet and the massive Tibetan upraising in Lhasa against China’s colonization of Tibet. During those days, and in the decades that followed, more than one million Tibetans lost their lives. Since then, China’s repression and denial of the people’s right to self-determination has continued. As you are well aware, last spring, China brutally cracked down on widespread protests throughout Tibet as the people attempted desperately to call world attention to their plight during the Olympic year. More than a hundred Tibetans were killed, over 6000 were arbitrarily detained and many were imprisoned and tortured. China then intimidated the entire population through a military lock down of the Tibetan plateau, which continues to date. 
  
ACR 6 is a significant addition to the kind of political support Tibet and Tibetans need today. We urge you to stop allowing China to intimidate the elected leaders of the world’s most respected democracies from upholding the fundamental values of human rights of Tibetans.  
 
We appeal to our leaders in Sacramento to honor the lifelong efforts of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Tibetans by passing ACR 6 and, in doing so, declaring March 10th as  ‘Dalai Lama and Tibet Awareness Day’ in California. 
 
Sincerely,
_____________

CC: Assembly Speaker, Karen Bass


   Assemblyman Sam Blakeslee

